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One marvels that the authors attempted an account of Moldav- 
ian functional analysis without mention of I. C. Gohberg (= I. Ts. 
Gokhberg), who emigrated in 1974. His contributions were of first 
importance and his influence pervasive. Let us write in his name 
in the index, at least, with indications to pages 24, 25, 26, 27, 
where we find descriptions of some of his areas of research, along 
with names of several of his students and the co-authors of his 
books (Krein, Feldman, Krupnik, Boltyanskii), but no references 
to the books themselves. 
THE EINSTEIN DECADE. By Cornelius Lanczos . New York and 
London (Academic Press), 1974. $12.50. 
Reviewed by John T. Blackmore 
Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, California 
Emeritus Professor Lanczos, who describes himself as “the 
oldest collaborator of Einstein who is still alive,” has written 
a readable and useful handbook of Einstein’s great discoveries 
between 1905 and 1915. He supplements this account in the last 
half of his work with a synopsis of the contents of each of 
Einstein’s published papers between these two dates. Expanded 
from six lectures given in the fall of 1972, four chapters are 
biographical and philosophical, four chapters explicate Einstein’s 
scientific discoveries, and one is an imaginary dialogue between 
Einstein and a reporter in Switzerland. Lanczos believes that 
young physicists do not sufficiently appreciate the genius, per- 
sonality, and contributions of Einstein. The author’s primary 
purpose is to help reform this situation. The author is best 
at explication and casual description. He attempts to point out 
clearly why Einstein chose the particular mathematical equations 
he did. On the other hand, Lanczos is not an historian or phil- 
osopher of science. Nor in the sense of research or trying to 
prove what he says, is this a scholarly work. He does not even 
employ footnotes. Nevertheless, the book is a handy one for 
both technical and non-technical readers. Given the nature of 
the author’s purpose, his uncritical admiration of Einstein and 
virtually all of his accomplishments, it would be wise to moder- 
ate one’s expectations. Few scientists set high standards of 
historical accuracy or critical analysis in what they regard as 
“popular” works. Mr. Lanczos is no exception. This book is a 
work of love, not of historical scholarship. 
